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Systems are in place to channel the flow of stormwater, defined as rainwater runoff after a storm, to prevent flooding. The storm drain system and sanitary sewer system are not connected. Anything entering storm drains flows without treatment directly into our creeks and rivers. Ordinances prohibit the discharge of unauthorized materials, or dumping of significant amounts of any materials where they may run into a storm drain. Bulky or accumulated debris can block drain-ways causing flooding.


Commonly found prohibited pollutants include: 





�
Detergents�
�
Pesticides�
�
�
�
Waste oils and solvents�
�
Fertilizers�
�
�
�
Silt�
�
Litter and debris�
�
�
. 


As a business owner or operator, you are legally responsible for ensuring that these and any other potential stormwater pollutants are properly managed and do not enter the storm drainage system. Suggested measures to take to avoid fines and damage to the environment include:





- Facility audits- Conducting your own facility audit is one way to assure that you are in compliance with regulations. It is also a good way to identify other problems. In a facility audit, check for:


Illicit connections – which may convey pollutants directly to the storm drain system. 


Inlet and discharge pipes – Identify storm drain inlets. Mark on a site map with instructions not to discharge any materials and/or marking drain inlets. Mark on inlets not to dump, if necessary..


Review of activities to identify potential sources of pollutants


- Employee training – Employees are more likely to be careful if they understand the impact of their daily activities on water quality. Train them on stormwater awareness, prevention practices, and spill containment / cleanup. If hazardous materials are present, train on proper handling and disposal. Post notices reminding employees of responsibilities and pollution prevention tips. Document training.


- Spill management and reporting– Keep spill kits readily available and make sure employees know how to use them. Use appropriate methods / absorbents and dispose of properly. Report any spills that escape into storm drains.


- Good Housekeeping – Good housekeeping refers to routine practices that keep the work environment clean and prevent pollutants from entering the waterways. For example:


Never pour mop water onto the parking lot, gutters, or storm drain. Place into the sanitary sewer. 


Keep all process water from entering the storm drain.


Do not hose down oily or solid materials where the runoff flows to a storm drain.


Oil/grit separators must be regularly inspected and cleaned. 


Post “No Dumping or Littering” signs around your property, especially at drain inlets.


Maintain landscaped areas so that dirt and sediment do not reach the street. Apply fertilizers


according to package directions. Dispose of yard trimmings properly.


- Waste management – Practice recycling or treatment of waste materials. Keep dumpster areas clean. Pick up debris. Make sure there are oil separators, grease traps, etc., if applicable. Have these and septic systems serviced regularly.





Note that Forsyth County reserves the right of entry to all stormwater structures and easements for inspection. However, the responsibility for maintenance of stormwater systems outside of County rights-of-way belongs to the property association, or property owner in the absence of an association.


Failure to maintain or repair deficient stormwater management facilities will be a violation of the Forsyth County Stormwater Ordinance and will be punishable according to Section 15, Penalties.
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