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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

WHEN THUNDER ROARS, GO INDOORS:  
PLAN AHEAD FOR THUNDERSTORM SAFETY 

 
Phrase is an easy way to remember to go indoors upon hearing thunder 

 
FORSYTHCOUNTY, Georgia – The Forsyth County Emergency Management Agency (EMA) 
reminds citizens to plan ahead for thunderstorm safety. Thunderstorms can be very 
dangerous because they can produce strong winds, lightning, tornadoes, hail and flash 
flooding.  

“Our area typically experiences a large number of thunderstorms during the spring and 
summer months,” Fire Chief and EMA Director Danny Bowman said. “It is very 
important that citizens realize the significant impact severe thunderstorms can have and 
know how to keep themselves and their families safe.” 

“All residents should remember the phrase ‘When thunder roars, go indoors’,” Bowman 
continued. “You should go indoors immediately upon hearing thunder.” 

The EMA encourages citizens to learn to recognize severe weather, plan ahead and be 
prepared to act quickly in the event of severe weather. The following tips are provided by 
the EMA and the Georgia Emergency Management Agency. 

Prepare for a thunderstorm 
 Remove dead or rotting trees and branches that could fall and cause injury or 

damage. 
 Remember the 30/30 lightning safety rule: Go indoors if, after seeing lightning, 

you cannot count to 30 before hearing thunder. Stay indoors for at least 30 
minutes after hearing the last clap of thunder. 
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If a thunderstorm is likely in your area 
 Postpone outdoor activities. 
 Get inside a home, building or hard top automobile (not a convertible). 
 Secure outdoor objects that could blow away or cause damage. 
 Shutter windows and secure outside doors. If shutters are not available, close 

window blinds, shades or screens. 
 Avoid showering or bathing. Plumbing and bathroom fixtures can conduct 

electricity. 
 Use corded telephones only for emergencies. Cordless and cellular telephones are 

safe to use. 
 Unplug appliances and other electrical items such as computers and turn off air 

conditioners. 
 Use your battery-operated NOAA weather radio for updates from local officials. 

 
Avoid the following in the event of a thunderstorm 

 Natural lightning rods such as a tall, isolated tree in an open area 
 Hilltops, open fields, the beach, or a boat on the water 
 Isolated sheds or other small structures in open areas 
 Anything metal (including tractors, farm equipment, motorcycles, golf carts, golf 

clubs and bicycles) 
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