Forsyth County
Voter Information Guide

May 24, 2022

General Primary and
Nonpartisan General Election

The Voter Information Guide is intended to provide the voters of Forsyth County with information on the upcoming election. We encourage
voters to research candidates and issues prior to going to the polls. The guide does not provide specific information on candidates or issues;
therefore, the guide does not answer every possible election question. If you have additional questions, more information can be found on
our website and we are available to answer your questions by phone during office hours (see below).

General information
Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections Georgia Secretary of State
1201 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040 WWW.S0S.2a.80V

Phone: (770) 781-2118 Fax: (770) 886-2825
Voter@forsythco.com

www.forsythco.com/vote

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

To register to vote, confirm your voter information and review sample ballots:
WWW.MVp.S0S.ga.gov

Quick facts about this election

Voter registration deadline: April 25, 2022

Type of election: General Primary and NonPartisan General Election

Total active and inactive registered voters involved in this election: 172,679 (as of March 1, 2022)
Number of Election Day precincts involved in the election: 28 Election Day polling places (map included)
There is NO VOTING on the Monday prior to Election Day.

Election results: Available online, by telephone and in person after 7 p.m. on Election Night.

Three options for voting

Absentee Vote By Mail: Accepting applications through May 13, 2022 and mailing ballots through May 13,
2022

Early/Saturday/Sunday/Advance Voting In Person: Weekdays, May 2-20
Saturdays, May 7 and May 14
Sunday, May 15
Locations and hours vary by day

Vote In Person on Election Day: Tuesday, May 24, 2022
Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.


http://www.sos.ga.gov/
mailto:Voter@forsythco.com
http://www.forsythco.com/vote
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
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Voter Registration Information

In Georgia, voters must be registered to vote 30 days prior to the election in order to be eligible to vote in the
election and any subsequent runoff. A Voter Registration Application must be completely filled out and signed. A
voter must provide a valid residence address. A voter's Election Day polling place is assigned specific to where
their residence lies within the designated precinct lines.

The Voter Registration Deadline for the May 24, 2022 election is Monday, April 25, 2022.

All voters are encouraged to confirm they are registered to vote and
their name and address appear correctly in the statewide voter registration system.
Go to www.mvp.sos.ga.gov to verify your information or call the Elections Office.

Voter Registration Requirements

In order to be eligible to register to vote, a person must be a citizen of the United States and the State of Georgia,
at least 17 %4 years of age, a resident of the county or municipality in which he/she seeks to vote, not currently
serving a felony conviction AND not judicially determined to be mentally incompetent to vote.

Georgia Voters Do Not Register by Party

In Georgia, voters do not register by party. On the day of a Primary, each registered voter chooses a Democratic,
Republican or NonPartisan General/Special Election (if applicable) ballot. When voting in a General Election or
Special Election voters do not designate a ballot type.

Photo ID Required to Vote

All voters voting in person will be asked to provide one of the six acceptable forms of photo identification:
Georgia driver's license (valid or expired), valid ID card by any state or U.S. with photo, valid U.S. passport, valid
government employee photo ID, valid U.S. military ID card with photo or valid tribal ID card with photo. First-time
voters who registered by mail without providing a photo ID may also provide a copy of a current utility bill, bank
statement, government check, paycheck or other government document that contains the name and address of
the voter.

If you do not have one of these forms of photo identification, you are eligible to receive a free Georgia ID card for
voting purposes ONLY. These cards are issued in the Voter Registrations & Elections Office. Please call us at
(770) 781-2118 for more information or to schedule an appointment to have a free Georgia ID card for voting
purposes made.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov



http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
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Three Ways to Register to Vote

Online: Go to registertovote.sos.ga.gov/GAOLVR/ or www.mvp.sos.ga.gov.

The Online Voter Registration System can be used with or without a valid Georgia driver's license or
identification number. If you have a valid driver’s license or identification card issued by the Georgia
Department of Driver Services (DDS) with your signature on file with DDS, your application can be
completed and submitted online. The Application must be dated and time-stamped no later than 11:59
p.m. on the Voter Registration Deadline date. If you do not have a valid Georgia driver's license or
identification card, you will be able to complete the form and then you will be prompted to print, sign
and manually submit a paper registration application. The Application must be USPS postmarked by the
Voter Registration Deadline date or delivered in person to our office no later than the close of business
(4:30 p.m.) on the Voter Registration Deadline date in order to be eligible to vote in the upcoming
election.

In person: You can register to vote at the Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections Office, located
at 1201 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040 or at any of the four public libraries in the County. The
Elections Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The application must be
delivered to our office no later than the close of business on the Voter Registration Deadline date in
order to be eligible to vote in the upcoming election. The public libraries are open every day with varying
hours. For library registrations, the application must be completed by the close of business on the Voter
Registration Deadline date in order to be eligible to vote in the upcoming election. Applications can be
downloaded at www.forsythco.com/vote and are also available at the Elections Office and at any public
library.

By mail: The application must be USPS postmarked by the Voter Registration Deadline date. Applications
can be downloaded at www.forsythco.com/vote and are also available at the Elections Office and at any
public library.

All properly completed applications received by the Voter Registrations & Elections Office that do not meet the
above deadline will be processed after the certification of the May 24, 2022 election results.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov



http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
http://registertovote.sos.ga.gov/GAOLVR/
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
http://www.forsythco.com/vote
http://www.forsythco.com/vote
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Updated District Lines

Every ten years following completion of the census, the U.S. Constitution requires all voting districts be evaluated
to ensure equal representation. As law establishes that representatives are to be based on population, district
lines are re-drawn as needed based upon changes in population. In Forsyth County, analysis of the census
data determined that changes were necessary to all voting districts: congressional, state senate, state
house, county commission and county school board.

e The current district lines remain in effect through December 31, 2022.

e The recently-approved district lines based on the 2020 census data will go into effect January 1, 2023. The
district representing a voter today could be different from the district representing the voter on January
1,2023.

< All races on the ballot for the 2022 election cycle will become effective on January 1, 2023 and represent
the newly approved district lines.

e Two of the Forsyth County Board of Education districts interchanged their district numbers. One of the
districts appearing on the upcoming ballot is different from what was published. The Board of Education,
District 5 (formerly an area referred to as District 2) seat will now appear on the ballot for the 2022
election cycle.

View details including maps at www.forsythco.com/vote.

Election Definitions

An explanation of terms as used in this guide.

Absentee Voter: Per Georgia Election Code 21-2-380 (a) the term “absentee elector” means an elector of this
state who casts a ballot in a primary, election or runoff other than in person at the polls on Election Day. Any
voter who votes in person during Advance Voting or who requests their ballot be mailed to them is classified as
an ‘Absentee Voter.' They are ‘absent’ from their polling place on Election Day.

Ballot: A ballot is an "official ballot" or "paper ballot" and includes the instrument, whether paper, mechanical or
electronic, by which an elector casts his or her vote.

Elector: An elector is a person who possesses all of the qualifications for voting now or hereafter prescribed by
the laws of this state, including applicable charter provisions, and is a registered voter.

General Election: A General Election is usually held at regular intervals in which candidates are elected in all or
most constituencies of a nation, state or municipality.

Oath: An oath shall include affirmation.
Polling Place: A polling place is the room provided in each precinct for voting at a primary or election.

Precinct: A precinct is synonymous with the term "voting precinct" and means a geographical area from which
all electors vote at a designated polling place.

Primary: A primary is any election held for the purpose of electing party officers or nominating candidates for
public offices to be voted for at an election.

Special Election: A Special Election is an election scheduled at other than the usual date for a specific purpose,
often to fill an office that has become vacant before the incumbent has completed the term or to pose a
question to the voters.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov



http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
http://www.forsythco.com/vote
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Absentee Voting

Any registered voter can vote prior to Election Day. Georgia offers absentee voting by mail and advance voting in
person.

Vote by Mail at Your Convenience

A registered voter may request a ballot be mailed to them for any election. Georgia does not require the voter to
provide a reason for the request.

Request a Ballot be Mailed to You

To request an absentee ballot by mail, a voter is required to complete an “Application for Georgia Official
Absentee Ballot.” Voters may access and print an application online. The application can be found on our
website at www.forsythco.com/vote. Voters may also contact our office to have an absentee ballot application
sent to them for completion. The application can also be downloaded from the Georgia Secretary of State's
website (www.s0s.ga.gov).

Voters may request an absentee ballot by utilizing the online Absentee Ballot Application portal when there are
state/federal races/questions on the ballot. The voter must have a Georgia driver's license or Georgia ID number
in their voter record in order to use this application. The signature on the application will come from the
signature on the voter's Georgia driver’s license/ID.

Please follow the directions and complete the application accordingly. Incomplete applications may not be
accepted if required information is missing or incorrect. For example, you must include your birthday; it is not
optional. Call the office if you have any questions. It is highly recommended that you include contact information.

Submit a Completed and Signed Absentee Ballot Application

The completed and signed Application for Georgia Official Absentee Ballot Application should be submitted to
the Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections Office by: 1) email of a scanned copy, 2) email of a picture of
the signed application, 3) fax, 4) mail or 5) personal delivery.

To submit by email - email the scanned application or picture of the application to:
Voter@forsythco.com
When sending a picture of the completed application, please ensure the photo is a sufficient size so that
the Elections Office can read the required information.

To submit by fax - fax the application to:
(770) 886-2825

To submit the application by mail or by personal delivery to our office:
Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections, 1201 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040

Deadline to request a ballot be mailed to you

Voters may request an absentee ballot by mail beginning 78 days prior to an election. Our office is now accepting
Applications for the May 24 General Primary and NonPartisan General Election. Requests for absentee ballots
are usually processed within three business days after receipt in our office once the ballots are available for the
specified election. The last day an absentee ballot application can be accepted in our office for the May 24
General Primary and NonPartisan General Election is Friday, May 13, 2022 by the close of business (4:30 p.m.).

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov



http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
http://www.forsythco.com/vote
http://www.sos.ga.gov/
mailto:Voter@forsythco.com
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What happens next after submitting my application?
e If the application meets all requirements, a ballot will be mailed to the voter.
- Ifthe application does not meet all requirements, the voter will be contacted by the Elections Office by
letter or, possibly, by phone or email if the voter's contact information was included on the application.

How do I know if my application met all the requirements?

Go to www.mvp.sos.ga.gov. Login by entering your information. On your “My Voter Page” look under “Click here for
Absentee Ballot status.” The page displayed will show if your application was accepted. Additionally, your absentee
ballot status will be updated when your ballot is issued, when your voted ballot is received and if your ballot was
accepted.

When will my ballot be mailed to me?

If you submit a properly completed application, then your ballot is expected to be mailed to you within three
business days of our office receiving your completed application once ballots can be mailed. April 5 is the earliest
date to mail an absentee ballot for active military and overseas voters and April 25 for all other voters.

What if I do not receive my ballot in a timely fashion?

If, after a reasonable amount of time, you have not received your ballot or received follow up communication
from our office, do not delay -- contact our office. There is a process to re-issue a ballot lost in the mail. It is
better to start that process sooner rather than later.

What do I do when I receive my absentee ballot in the mail?

Follow the instructions included with your ballot. Provide ALL requested information on the yellow outer oath
envelope, including your Oat of Elector's signature, printed name, Date of Birth, AND Georgia Driver's License /
Georgia ldentification Card number OR the last 4 digits of your Social Security number OR a copy of one of the
forms of identification included in your absentee ballot instructions . Do not forget to sign the ‘Oath of Elector.’
When your ballot is returned, the information you provided is compared to the information on your previous
registration(s) and your absentee ballot application in order to verify your identity. The ‘Oath of Elector’ signature
is compared to your signature on file to verify that you signed the oath. If the ‘Oath of Elector’ is not signed or if
required information is missing or questionable, the processing of your ballot will require additional
communication with our office before your ballot can be accepted.

What if I request a ballot be mailed to me and then I decide I want to vote in person?

No problem. If you have received your ballot, take it with you to the polling place and surrender it to the poll
worker. Your absentee ballot will be cancelled in the system and then you will be allowed to vote in person on
the election equipment. If you have not received your ballot or it has been lost/destroyed, you will be instructed
by the poll worker to complete an Affidavit attesting to not having your ballot in your possession. After the poll
worker contacts the Elections Office and confirms you have not already returned your voted ballot, your
absentee ballot will be cancelled in the system and then you will be allowed to vote in person on the election
equipment. There are checks and balances in place throughout the process to ensure each voter casts just one
ballot. If the Elections Office has already received your properly submitted voted absentee ballot, then you have
been given credit for voting and the ballot you returned to the Elections Office will be counted. Once your
absentee ballot has been received by the Elections Office and checked into the system, it cannot be cancelled
and you will not be allowed to vote in person.

What if  make a mistake when marking my ballot?
Do not spoil or destroy your ballot. If, after you have marked your ballot, you need to make a change, call the
office for instructions.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov


http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
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How quickly do I need to return my voted ballot to your office?

A voter may return their voted absentee ballot as soon as they have made their selections, provided the required
information is complete and the ‘Oath of Elector’ is signed.

Where/how can I return my voted absentee ballot and what is the deadline?

Voted absentee ballots may be returned to our office by mail, by personal delivery or deposited into the Official
Absentee Ballot Drop Box available in the lobby of the Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections Office
located at 1201 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, GA 30040. The drop box will be open during the same dates and hours
set for Advance Voting at the Elections Office (see chart below for details). The Elections Office staff will accept
voted absentee ballots at the front desk window during the days and times shown in the chart below.

The latest day and time a voter can return their voted ballot in order to be accepted is Election Day in our office
before the polls close at 7 p.m. The postmark date does NOT count. There are special provisions for voters in the
military and/or living overseas; contact our office for details.

May 24, 2022 GENERAL PRIMARY AND NONPARTISAN GENERAL ELECTION
Absentee Ballot Drop Box and Elections Office Location and Hours

. April25-29 | May2-6 May 7 May9-13 | May14 May15 | May16-20 | May23 T‘:'layf
Location Mon-Fri Mon-Fri Saturday Mon-Fri Saturday Sunday Mon-Fri Mon . ES ay
8am-4:30pm | 8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 1lam-4pm | 8 am-7pm |8am-4:30pm E ;ctm;l Day
am-7pm

Elections Office:
1201 Sawnee
Drive, 30040:
Staff at the front
desk window

Elections Office:
1201 Sawnee
Drive, 30040:
Drop Box
located inside
the lobby area

NOTE: Voted absentee ballots can be personally delivered to the Elections Office. The Elections Office will be open and staff will be able to
accept your voted absentee ballot at the front desk window during the days and times listed above as denoted by the <. The absentee
ballot drop box will be located in the lobby and may also be used for returning your voted absentee ballot during the days and times

listed above as denoted by the .

How do I know if my voted absentee ballot was received by your office?

Check it out online. Go to www.mvp.sos.ga.gov. Login by entering your information. On your “My Voter Page” click
on “Click here for Absentee Ballot status” under the ‘Absentee Ballot Request Information’ header and the page
displayed will show if and when your voted ballot was received. Don't have access to the Internet? Contact the
Elections Office. We are happy to verify the information for you.

When will my voted absentee ballot be counted?

Absentee ballots will be counted on Election Day. All absentee ballots remain sealed and under lock and key until
the absentee ballot processing starts. Ballot results are not tabulated until Election Day. Following Georgia
Election Code, all absentee ballots submitted and accepted are counted in the final totals for every election.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov



http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.mvp.sos.ga.gov/
https://mvp.sos.ga.gov/s/
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Vote In Person Early - Before Election Day -
During Three Weeks of Advance Voting

Advance Voting in person is available for the May 24 General Primary and NonPartisan General Election for three
weeks, including two Saturdays and one Sunday, prior to Election Day. Poll workers will follow the county, state
and federal recommended guidelines, which means that extra steps are being taken to limit the threat of COVID-
19 at the polling place. Voters who show up to vote in person will be instructed to maintain a safe distance
throughout the voting process to help ensure the health and safety of the voters and the poll workers. The
voting equipment and other items will be sanitized routinely.

Advance Voting is scheduled to take place weekdays beginning Monday, May 2 through Friday, May 20, Saturday,
May 7 and Saturday, May 14, and Sunday, May 15. All Forsyth County registered voters may take advantage of
Advance Voting in person during the hours and dates posted, regardless of where they are assigned to vote on
Election Day.

Voters are encouraged to review their Sample Ballot prior to going to the polls to vote and may do so by going to
WWW.MVP.S0S.ga.gov.

MAY 24, 2022 GENERAL PRIMARY AND NONPARTISAN GENERAL ELECTION
ADVANCE VOTING LOCATIONS & HOURS

May 2-6 May 7 May 9-13 May 14 May 15 May 16-20
Location Address Mon-Fri | Saturday | Mon-Fri | Saturday | Sunday Mon-Fri
8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 8am-5pm | 11am-4pm | 8 am-7pm

Elections Office ;ﬁgiOSawnee Dr \/ \/ \/ \/ \/

Hampton Park 5345 Settingdown Rd v v v
Library 30041
Sharon Springs Park | 1950 Sharon Rd \/ \/ \/
Community Building | 30041
Midway Park 5100 Post Rd v v v

Community Building | 30040

NOTE: There is NO VOTING the Monday prior to any election.
NOTE: On Election Day voters go to their assigned polling place.

Absentee Voting Turnout Statistics

The Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections Office posts the Absentee Voting Turnout Statistics Report,
which includes how many absentee ballots have been mailed, how many voted ballots have been returned to the
Elections Office and how many voters have cast their ballot by Absentee Voting In Person (Advance Voting), to
our website daily. The turnout statistics posted are through the day before and are posted by approximately
10:00 a.m.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov
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Voting on Election Day - May 24, 2022

Voting Hours - 7a.m. to 7 p.m.

e On Election Day, Tuesday, May 24, 2022, voters go to their designated polling place to vote.

< All 28 Forsyth County Election Day polling places are open for voting from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election
Day.

e Only the voters registered by April 25, 2022 are eligible to vote in this election.

Poll workers will follow the county, state and federal recommended guidelines to limit the threat of COVID-19 at
the polling place. Voters who show up to vote in person will be instructed to maintain a safe distance throughout
the voting process to help ensure the health and safety of the voters and the poll workers. T voting equipment
and other items will be sanitized routinely.

Voters are encouraged to review their Sample Ballot prior to going to the polls to vote and may do so by going to
WWW.MVp.S0S.ga.gov.

Where Do 1 Vote?

To confirm your registration information, verify your Election Day polling place and review your sample ballot
visit:

e My Voter Page: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov

« Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections: www.forsythco.com/vote (770) 781-2118 ext. 9

e Georgia Secretary of State: www.sos.ga.gov

The list of Election Day Voting precincts and polling places is attached to this guide.

IMPORTANT CHANGE: If you go to a precinct that is not your assigned precinct, you cannot cast a valid Out of
Precinct (OP) provisional ballot before 5:00 p.m. If you want your vote to count, you will need to go to your
assigned precinct to vote or wait until 5:00 p.m. at the unassigned precinct to vote an OP provisional ballot.
There are no exceptions.

Thlngs to Note on Election Day:
PLEASE NOTE: Many Forsyth County voters have been assigned to a new precinct location.
Learn more at www.forsythco.com/vote and verify your Election Day polling place at
WWW.mvp.sos.ga.gov prior to going to the polls.

< All Forsyth County voters are affected by the newly approved district lines (see information on
page 4 and also at www.forsythco.com/vote).

e An Advance Voting Location MAY NOT be your designated Election Day polling place. Three of the
four Advance Voting locations (Hampton Park Library, Midway Park Community Building and
Sharon Springs Park Community Building) are also Election Day polling places. On Election Day
ONLY those voters who are assigned to those designated polling places should go there to vote.

e The Forsyth County Elections Office is open all day on Election Day to answer any questions a
voter may have and to accept voted absentee ballots. Our office IS NOT open for voting on
Election Day; it is not an Election Day polling place. A voter's polling place on Election Day is
specific to where their residence (as registered) falls within designated precinct lines.

Election Day Voting Turnout Statistics

On Election Day, the Election Day voting turnout statistics by polling place will be posted to our website at
approximately 7:30 a.m., 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov
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In Person Observation of Tabulation

Advance Voting, Absentee By Mail and Election Day totals are not tabulated until after the polls close on Election
Night. On Election Night after the polls have closed, the public may observe the tabulation of votes at the Forsyth
County Voter Registrations & Elections Office, 1201 Sawnee Drive, Cumming, Georgia 30040. Election results will
not be displayed and announced until all votes are tallied with the exception of provisional votes, which are
tabulated at the time the Board of Voter Registrations & Elections (BRE) meets to certify the election.

Election Results

Election Results are reported by votes cast in person on Election Day, voted absentee ballots that have been
returned to the Elections Office and votes cast in person during Advance Voting. On Election Night, election
results may be viewed online at www.forsythco.com/vote or may be obtained by telephone at (770) 781-2118,
ext. 9. Times when election results are available vary by election. All election results are unofficial until certified
by the Forsyth County BRE. An OFFICIAL summary of the election results will be available online on the Voter
Registrations & Elections Department webpage at www.forsythco.com/vote after the election has been certified.

The BRE meets to certify the election results following Election Day. At this time, the BRE also reviews all
provisional ballots cast. The date and time for certification will be posted to the Forsyth County Voter
Registrations & Elections webpage. All election result totals are unofficial and incomplete until certified by the BRE.

Forsyth County Voter Registrations & Elections (770) 781-2118 www.forsythco.com/vote
To verify your voter registration and view your Sample Ballot: www.mvp.sos.ga.gov
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