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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) presented a 
Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to Forsyth County, Georgia for its annual budget for the fiscal 
year beginning January 1, 2015.  In order to receive this award, a governmental unit must publish a budget 
document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan, 
and as a communications device. This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current 
budget continues to conform to program requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA to determine its 
eligibility for another award.



4
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget
Fiscal Year 2016

Prepared by the Forsyth County Finance Department
110 E. Main Street, Suite 255 

Cumming, Georgia 30040
For the year ending December 31, 2016

Annual Operating and Capital Budget2016



5
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget

Fiscal Year 2016

FORSYTH COUNTY, GEORGIA
GOVERNMENT

 

Fiscal Year 2016

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
R.J. (Pete) Amos, Chairman, District 1 Commissioner

Brian R. Tam, Secretary, District 2 Commissioner
Todd Levent, Member, District 3 Commissioner

Cindy Jones Mills, Vice Chairman, District 4 Commissioner
Jim Boff, Member, District 5 Commissioner

ADMINISTRATION
Doug Derrer, County Manager

Tim Merritt, Deputy County Manager

FINANCE COMMITTEE
R.J. (Pete) Amos, District 1 Commissioner

Brian R. Tam, District 2 Commissioner
Cindy Jones Mills, District 4 Commissioner

Doug Derrer, County Manager
David Gruen, Chief Financial Officer

BUDGET PREPARATION TEAM
Tim Merritt, Deputy County Manager
Rebecca Whitmire, Finance Director

Pat Carson, Personnel Services Director
Ryan Arnold, Budget/Grants Manager

Beth White, Budget/Grants Analyst
Amina Cephus, Financial Systems Administrator

Sarah Dunlap, Communications Coordinator

THIS 2016 BUDGET DOCUMENT WAS PREPARED JOINTLY BY THE FORSYTH COUNTY  
FINANCE DEPARTMENT AND FORSYTH COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS.



6
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget
Fiscal Year 2016

Table of Contents 
County Manager’s Budget Message.................................................................................. 
Department Directors and Elected Officials.................................................................. 		
Organizational Chart........................................................................................................

Section One - General Information 
Transmittal Letter.........................................................................................................
Budget Priorities...........................................................................................................
History of Forsyth County..........................................................................................
Ten Facts about Forsyth County.................................................................................
Geographic Characteristcs..........................................................................................
Parks and Recreation Facilities......................................................................
Existing Land Use/Future Land Use............................................................
Natural and Cultural Resources....................................................................
Demographic and Economic Statistics..........................................................
Taxes in Forsyth.............................................................................................
Principal Property Taxpayers.........................................................................
Financial Policies and Procedures.................................................................
Fund Structure...............................................................................................
Department/Fund Relationship.....................................................................
Budget Policies and Procedures.....................................................................
Budget Calendar.............................................................................................
Budget Workf low Chart.................................................................................
Requirements and Deadlines.........................................................................
Budget Resolution..........................................................................................

Section Two - Financial Summaries 
Revenue Budget at a Glance..........................................................................
Adopted Budget Summary.............................................................................
All Funds Summary........................................................................................
Three Year Consolidated Financial Schedules..............................................
Fund Balance Schedules................................................................................. 
Debt Service Funds........................................................................................
Capital Project Funds.....................................................................................

Section Three - Budget Detail 
General Fund Revenue and Expenditure Detail by Department or Off ice..........
General Fund Administration .......................................................................
Court Administration.....................................................................................
Pre-Trial Services........................................................................................... 
Accountability Court......................................................................................
Superior Court............................................................................................... 
Clerk of Courts..............................................................................................
Board of Equalization....................................................................................
District Attorney’s Office............................................................................... 
State Court.....................................................................................................
State Court Solicitor......................................................................................

10
11
12

14
25
26
30
32
34
36
38
39
44
46
47
54
57
60
62
66
67
68

								        Page Number

74
83
88
89
94
98
102

107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117



7
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget

Fiscal Year 2016

Magistrate Court...........................................................................................
Probate Court................................................................................................
Juvenile Court...............................................................................................
Indigent Defense Off ice................................................................................
Voter Registrations and Elections................................................................
Board of Commissioners...............................................................................
Administration...............................................................................................
Code Enforcement........................................................................................
Finance..........................................................................................................
Procurement..................................................................................................
Payroll Services.............................................................................................
Information Systems & Technology.............................................................               
Telecommunications.....................................................................................
Geographic Information Services ................................................................
Personnel Services.........................................................................................
Tax Commissioner’s Off ice...........................................................................
Tax Assessor’s Off ice......................................................................................  
Training & Development..............................................................................
Communications...........................................................................................
Planning & Community Development .......................................................
Public Facilities.............................................................................................  
Sheriff’s Off ice...............................................................................................
E911 Center..................................................................................................
Ambulance Service........................................................................................
Coroner & Medical Examiner......................................................................
Community Services ....................................................................................
Senior Services..............................................................................................
Animal Shelter...............................................................................................  
Parks & Recreation.......................................................................................
Library...........................................................................................................
Natural Resources Conservation Services....................................................
Extension Service..........................................................................................
Surplus Property Sales .................................................................................
Rural Development.......................................................................................
Off ice Services...............................................................................................
Public Health................................................................................................
Mental Health...............................................................................................
Public Welfare...............................................................................................
Non-Profit Funding......................................................................................
Economic Development...............................................................................
Special Revenue Funds..................................................................................
Law Library...................................................................................................  
DA Seizure.....................................................................................................
Sheriff Drug Seizure.....................................................................................  
Drug Abuse Treatment & Education (DATE).............................................
E911 Center..................................................................................................

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161

Table of Contents 
Section Three - Budget Detail				    Page Number

118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
151

162
163
164
165
166
167



8
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget
Fiscal Year 2016

Victim’s Witness Assistance Program...........................................................
Juvenile Court Supervision............................................................................
Engineering....................................................................................................
Roads and Bridges..........................................................................................
Storm Water Management............................................................................
Budget Summary............................................................................................
Grant Fund.....................................................................................................
Forsyth County Fire Department and Emergency Management Agency...
Hotel/Motel Tax.............................................................................................
Capital Projects Funds...................................................................................
Capital Outlay................................................................................................
Debt Service Funds........................................................................................
GO Bonds.......................................................................................................
Enterprise Funds............................................................................................
Water and Sewer............................................................................................ 
Waste Water Treatment.................................................................................
Recycling & Solid Waste................................................................................
Internal Service Funds...................................................................................
Risk Management...........................................................................................
Employee Health Benefits.............................................................................
Worker’s Compensation.................................................................................
Fleet Maintenance.......................................................................................... 

Section Four - Supplemental 
Forsyth County Contact List.........................................................................
Position Schedule (Full-Time Employees)...................................................
Grant Policies and Procedures......................................................................
Grant Revenues..............................................................................................
Acronyms........................................................................................................
Budget Glossary and Terms...........................................................................

168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190

Table of Contents 
Section Three - Budget Detail 				     Page Number

193
196
202
214
218
220



9
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget

Fiscal Year 2016



10
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget
Fiscal Year 2016

November 19, 2015

Dear Citizens of Forsyth County:

I am pleased to submit to you the annual operating budget for Forsyth County 
for the Fiscal Year beginning January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2016, 
that was adopted by the Board of Commissioners on November 19, 2015. This 
comprehensive document is the result of citizens, elected officials, constitutional 
officers and county staff working together to prepare a financial plan that allows 
us to carry out the county’s mission and vision while maintaining high standards of 
service to the community.

The 2016 adopted budget of $266.5 million covers the entire organization. This 
includes a General Operating Budget of $108.9 million, a Fire Fund of $20.7 million 
and a Debt Service Fund of $14.9 million.  The budget was funded with a decrease 
to the Maintenance and Operations millage rate via adoption of the rollback rate, 
and with no increase to the Fire millage rate.

Thank you for taking the time to review this document. I hope it conveys to you our 
commitment to making your county government effective, efficient and responsive 
while keeping the tax levy as low as possible to minimize the impact on taxpayers.
On behalf of all of Forsyth County government employees, it is an honor to serve 
you.

Sincerely,

Doug Derrer
County Manager

County Manager’s Budget Message

Forsyth County Government Mission Statement 
As trusted stewards of Forsyth County’s future, the elected off icials and employees are dedicated to serving the 
community and to providing effective, professional public service with integrity and a commitment to excellence.

Forsth County Government Vision Statement
Forsyth County is committed to providing and maintaining the most eff icient, customer service-oriented county 
government possible. The county will be an innovative and strategic leader in providing essential and effective 
public services in a f iscally prudent and professional manner. By preserving and enhancing a high quality of life, 
Forsyth County will remain a healthy, safe and compelling place in which to live, work, recreate, visit and invest.
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Section One

History of Forsyth County

Agriculture
In its early days, Forsyth County was known for 
its production of tobacco. By the beginning of 
the 1900s, cotton replaced tobacco as the leading 
crop and remained so until the Depression in 
the 1930s.  In the 1940s and 1950s, the poultry 
industry developed in the region.  

Today, agriculture remains an important staple 
in Forsyth County’s economy.

John Forsyth
Forsyth County has a rich and colorful history. Its 
territories were once part of the great Cherokee 
Indian Nation and remained Cherokee land 
until 1832, when Forsyth County was created by 
the Georgia Legislature.

The county was named for the Honorable John 
Forsyth, who had a long and distinguished 
public career, including service as the Attorney 
General of Georgia in 1808, U.S. Representative 
(1813-1818; 1823-1827), U.S. Senator (1818-
1819; 1829-1834), U.S. Minister of Spain (1819-
1823), 31st Governor of Georgia (1827-1829), 
and Secretary of State for Presidents Andrew 
Jackson and Martin Van Buren (1834-1841). 
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History of Forsyth County

Population Growth
Another event impacting the area’s growth was the 
construction of GA 400, which opened in 1974. 
When this road was completed, it made the county 
more accessible to those wishing to escape urban 
living.  

The 1980s and 1990s brought rapid growth and 
progress yet the county was able to maintain its low 
tax rates and high educational standards through its 
school system.
 
What was a steady stream in population growth 
became a flood by the 1990s. From 1990 to 2000, 
54,000 more people began calling Forsyth County 
home.  

The 123 percent growth rate, to 98,400 residents, 
was the fastest in the state and the second fastest in 
the country according to the U.S. Census Bureau for 
the 2000 census.  And that growth does not appear 
to be abating. The U.S. Census Bureau’s Population 
Estimate for 2013 is 195,405. According to the ARC 
(Atlanta Regional Commission) Forsyth County’s 
population is expected to exceed 400,000 by 2025.

Lake Lanier
The next milestone for the county was the 
completion of Lake Sidney Lanier in 1957 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

This event immediately brought recreation 
and revenue to the surrounding counties.  

Lake Lanier is now the most visited and 
used Corps’ lake in the country.
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Forsyth County is approximately 40 miles north of Atlanta and covers an area of 247.4 square miles.  
It is a virtual blend of rural and urban lifestyles.  The county offers a variety of recreational services, 
including approximately 200 miles of shoreline on Lake Sidney Lanier.  Its mild winters and warm 
summers are great for outdoor activities.  There are plentiful natural resources, including thousands 
of acres for biking, hiking, fishing, and a wide variety of sporting activities.

The county only has one incorporated city.  The City of Cumming was created by an act of legislation 
on December 22, 1834 and named in honor of Colonel William Cumming, a distinguished Georgian.  
Cumming gained military distinction in the War of 1812, attaining the rank of Colonel in 1814; 
however, it was through a series of duels over States rights in 1822 that he gained national attention. 

People from across the United States are discovering what Forsyth County residents have known 
for years:  It’s a great place to live, work and play.  Forsyth is among the fastest growing counties in 
the nation.  It offers in-country living with big-city amenities, a strong local government and a good 
balance between growth and tradition. While the county is growing by leaps and bounds, county 
officials are working hard to maintain the quality of life standards that have caused so many people to 
move to Forsyth County.

History of Forsyth County
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What makes Forsyth County a vibrant and 
prosperous community?

•	A central location at the foothills of Georgia’s mountains and just 40 
minutes north of downtown Atlanta via GA 400

•	Easy access to Lake Lanier, offering hundreds of miles of pristine 
shoreline and an abundance of parks and camps

•	An outstanding parks and recreation system, offering more than 2,000 
acres of land for biking, hiking, f ishing and a wide variety of sporting 
activities

•	A tax rate among the lowest in the metro-Atlanta area

•	Schools ranked among the best in the state

Date of Incorporation
December 3, 1832

Form of Government
Commission -  

County Manager

2014 Population Estimate
204,302

Historic County Population 

 
Area in Square Miles

247

Forsyth County 
at a Glance

1990:   44,083
2000:   98,407
2005: 140,393
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Section One

Forsyth County  
is known as the

“Gateway to the
Cherokee Nation.” 

Forsyth County  
was officially listed 
as the 81st county  
in Georgia.

Land in Forsyth County 
was given to people 

through the Georgia Gold 
Lottery in 1832.

Cumming was selected as the 
county seat in 1834, and is 

named in honor of  
Colonel William Cumming, 
distinguished officer in the 

War of 1812.

The Federal Road  
(Highway 369) runs through  
Forsyth County. This Federal 

Road was used to remove 
Creek and Cherokee Indians to 

Oklahoma.

Facts About 
Forsyth 
County

10
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In 1946, Congress 
authorized the 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to 

begin construction 
on Buford Dam as 
part of the overall 

development of the 
nation’s waterways 

after the second 
World War.

Lake Sidney Lanier,  
a reservoir created by the 

completion of Buford Dam in 
1957, at 38,000+ acres, is one 

of Georgia’s largest lakes.

Junior Samples, a comedian on the TV 
show Hee Haw, was born in Cumming.  

(April 10, 1926  - November 13, 1983)
Henry Ford Gravitt 

has been the mayor 
of Cumming since 

1970.

America’s Promise Alliance 
has announced Cumming/

Forsyth County as a second-
time winner for the  

“100 Best Communities for 
Young People.”
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Section One

Geographic Characteristics  
of Forsyth County

Area
Land 224 square miles
Water 23 square miles

Climate
Average Annual Temperature 

70.2 degrees 

Average Annual Precipitation 
54.15 inches 

Average Annual Snowfall 
1 inch

Topography
Mean Elevation 

1,315 feet
 

Highest Point  
(Sawnee Mountain) 

1,967 feet
 

Lowest Point  
(Chattahoochee River at southern boundary of the county) 

900 feet
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Forsyth County Map Circa 1832
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Section One

Parks and Recreational Facilities
of Forsyth County
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Exisiting Land Use and Development
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Future Land Use and Development
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Natural and Cultural Resources
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Demographic and Economic Statistics
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Section One

Forsyth County, Georgia
Principal Property Taxpayers
As of December 31, 2014
(amounts expressed in thousands)
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Section One

The Fund Structure of Forsyth County

 Governmental Funds	    Proprietary Funds	 Fiduciary Funds

The fund structure of Forsyth County contains 40 separate funds that are categorized into the following 
three fund groups: 
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The Fund Structure of Forsyth County

Fiduciary Funds
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The Fund Structure of Forsyth County
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Budget Policies and Procedures
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Budget Policies and Procedures
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Budget Calendar
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Budget Calendar
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Section One

Budget Workflow Chart
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Requirements and Deadlines
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Budget Resolution
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Budget Resolution
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Financial Summaries
Section Two
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Revenue Budget at a Glance
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FY 2016 Adopted Budget

January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016
General Fund
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General Fund
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Forsyth County, Georgia 
FY 2016 Adopted Budget

January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016
Special Revenue Funds
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Section Two

Debt Service Funds

FORSYTHCOUNTY | GEORGIA
FY 2015 Adopted Budget

January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015
Capital Project Funds

Forsyth County, Georgia 
FY 2016 Adopted Budget

January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016
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Enterprise Funds

Internal Service Funds

Forsyth County, Georgia 
FY 2016 Adopted Budget

January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016
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All Funds Summary
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Fund Balance Schedules
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Capital Project Funds
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General Fund

2016

The General Fund is the 
county’s primary operating 

fund. It accounts for all  
f inancial resources of the 

general government, except 
those required to be accounted 

for in another fund.
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Section Three

Budget Summary | General Fund Administration

OLD VERSION 
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Budget Summary | Court Administration
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Budget Summary | Pre-Trial Services
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Special Revenue Funds  
are used to account for  

specif ic revenues  
that are legally restricted  

or committed to expenditures  
for particular purposes. 

2016
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2016

The Capital Projects Funds
account for f inancial 

resources 
to be used for the acquisition

and construction  
of major capital projects.
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2016

Debt Service Funds
account for the resources 
accumulated and payment 

made for principal and 
interest on long-term general 

obligation debt of 
government funds.
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Enterprise Funds  
are a proprietary fund type  

used to report an activity for 
which a fee is charged  

to external users  
for goods or services.

2016
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Internal Service Funds
are used to account for the  

f inancing of goods or 
services provided by one 

department or agency to other 
departments or agencies of 
the government and to other 
government units, on a cost 

reimbursement basis. 

2016
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Department					      Phone	  		   Fax
Administration							       (770) 781-2101			  (770) 781-2199
Alcohol Licenses						      (770) 886-2830			  -
Alcohol Servers Permits					     (770) 781-2105			  -
Animal Control							       (770) 781-2138			  -
Animal Shelter							       (678) 965-7185			  -
Board of Commissioners					     (770) 781-2101			  (770) 781-2199
Business Licenses						      (770) 886-2830			  (770) 781-2197
Central Park Recreation Center					    (678) 455-8540			  (770) 781-2221
Clerk of Court							       (770) 781-2120			  (770) 886-2858
Code Enforcement						      (678) 513-5893			  (770) 781-4290
Communications/TV Forsyth					     (770) 781-2101			  (678) 965-7195 
Coroner							       (770) 205-3011			  (770) 886-6997
Dial-A-Ride							       (770) 781-2195			  (770) 781-2159
District Attorney							      (770) 781-2125			  (770) 781-2236
Emergency Management Agency (Non-Emergency Line)		 (770) 205-5674			  (770) 887-4910
Engineering							       (770) 781-2165			  (770) 781-2104
Extension Service						      (770) 887-2418			  (770) 887-2403

Finance							       (770) 781-3088			  (770) 886-2827
Fire Department (Non-Emergency Line)				   (770) 781-2180			  (770) 781-2194
Firearms Permits						      (770) 781-2140			  (770) 886-2839
Fleet Maintenance						      (770) 781-2156			  (678) 455-8527
Geographic Information Services				    (770) 781-2108			  (678) 513-5890
Health Department (Environmental)				    (770) 781-6909			  (770) 781-6807
Health Department (Physical)					     (770) 781-6900			  (770) 781-6929
Homestead Exemption						      (770) 781-2106			  (770) 886-2829
Indigent Defense						      (678) 513-5959			  (678) 513-5960
Information Systems and Technology				    (770) 781-2108			  (678) 513-5890
Jury Information						      (770) 781-2135			  -

Juvenile Court							       (770) 781-3099			  (770) 781-3089
Keep Forsyth County Beautiful					     (770) 205-4573			  (678) 455-6571
Law Library							       (770) 205-4610			  -
Library (Cumming and Sharon Forks Branches)			  (770) 781-9840			  -
Magistrate Court						      (770) 781-2211			  (770) 844-7581
Marriage Licenses						      (770) 781-2140			  (770) 886-2839
Motor Vehicle Tags						      (770) 781-2112			  (770) 886-2828
Natural Resources Conservation Service			   (770) 781-2148			  -

Forsyth County Contact List
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Parks and Recreation (Central Park Administrative Office)		  (770) 781-2215			  (770) 781-2221
Parks and Recreation (Sharon Springs)				   (770) 205-4646			  (770) 205-4645
Passports							       (770) 781-2140			  (770) 886-2839
Personnel Services						      (770) 781-3088			  (770) 205-4698
Planning and Community Development				    (770) 781-2115		 (770) 781-2197
Pre-Trial Services						      (770) 781-2158			  (770) 886-4081
Probate Court							       (770) 781-2140			  (770) 886-2839
Probation Office						      (770) 781-2170			  (770) 781-6799
Procurement							       (770) 888-8872			  (770) 205-4666
Property Tax Payment						      (770) 781-2110			  (770) 886-2828
Public Facilities							      (770) 886-2819			  (770) 888-8863
Recycling - Tolbert Street Center				    (770) 781-2176			  -
Recycling - Old Atlanta Center					     (770) 205-3010			  -
Recycling - Coal Mountain Center				    (770) 781-2071			  -
Risk Management						      (770) 886-2837			  (678) 513-5950
Roads and Bridges						      (770) 781-2155			  (770) 781-2159
Sawnee Mountain Preserve Visitor Center			   (770) 781-2217			  (770) 781-2174
Senior Services							      (770) 781-2178			  (770) 781-2149
Sheriff’s Office (Non-Emergency Line)				    (770) 781-2222			  (770) 781-3049

Solicitor-General						      (770) 781-2145			  (770) 888-8861
Solid Waste							       (770) 205-3010			  (770) 781-5245
Special Event Permits						      (770) 886-2809 
State Court I (Judge McClelland)				    (770) 205-4654			  (770) 205-4658
State Court II (Judge Abernathy-Maddox)			   (770) 781-2130			  (770) 886-2821
Superior Court I (Judge Bagley)					    (770) 205-4660			  (770) 886-2855
Superior Court II (Judge Dickinson)				    (770) 781-2133			  (770) 888-8862
Superior Court III (Judge Smith)					    (770) 205-4654			  (770) 205-4658
Tax Assessor							       (770) 781-2106			  (770) 886-2829
Tax Commissioner						      (770) 781-2110			  (770) 886-2828
Victim Witness Assistance Program				    (770) 205-2268			  (770) 205-2378
Voter Registration and Elections				    (770) 781-2118			  (770) 886-2825
Water and Sewer						      (770) 781-2160			  (770) 781-2163
Water and Sewer (After Hours/Water Emergency)		  (770) 781-2160			  (770) 205-4515
911 Center (Non-Emergency Line)				    (770) 781-3087			  -

Department					      Phone	 		   Fax

Forsyth County Contact List



195
Forsyth County Annual Operating and Capital Budget

Fiscal Year 2016
Section Four

Department					      Phone	 	  Website
Cumming-Forsyth Chamber of Commerce			   (770) 887-6461		  www.cummingforsythchamber.org
City of Cumming - City Hall					     (770) 781-2010		 www.cityofcumming.net
Forsyth County Dept. of Family and Children Services		  (770) 781-6700
								        (770) 887-1121
							                  	 (24hr Hotline)	
Forsyth County Government					     (770) 781-2101		 www.forsythco.com
Forsyth County News 						      (770) 887-3126		 www.forsythnews.com
Forsyth County Public Library					     (770) 781-9840		 www.forsythpl.org
Forsyth County Recycling Center 				    (770) 205-4573
Forsyth County Schools (Public)				    (770) 887-2461		 www.forsyth.k12.ga.us
Georgia Department of Labor					     (770) 528-6100		 www.dol.state.ga.us
Georgia United Credit Union 					     (770) 889-7843		 www.gucu.org
Humane Society of Forsyth County 				    (770) 887-6480		 www.forsythpets.com
Social Security Administration					     (770) 532-7506		 www.ssa.gov
U.S. Post Office (Cumming)					     (770) 886-2388		 www.usps.com

Other Governmental Services
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ACCG:		  Association County Commissioners of 		
		  Georgia
AICPA:		  American Institute of Certif ied Public 		
		  Accountants
APB:		  Accounting Principles Board
BOA:		  Board of Assessors
BOC:		  Board of Commissioners
CAFR:		  Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
CASA:		  Court Appointed Special Advocates
CD:		  Certif icate of Deposit
CIP:		  Capital Improvement Program
CPA:		  Certif ied Public Accountant
CPE:		  Continuing Professional Education
DAR:		  Dial-A-Ride
DOT:		  Department of Transportation
EMS:		  Emergency Medical Services
FAQ:		  Frequently Asked Questions
FEMA:		  Federal Emergency Management Agency
FMV:		  Fair Market Value
FTE:		  Full-Time Equivalent
FY:		  Fiscal Year
GAAFR:		 Governmental, Accounting, Auditing, and 		
		  Financial Reporting

GAAP:		  Generally Accepted Accounting Principles
GASB:		  Government Accounting Standards Board
GFOA:		  Government Finance Off icers Association
GIS:		  Geographic Information Services
GO:		  General Obligation (Bonds)
GOCF:		  Governor’s Off ice for Children & Families
HEAT:		  Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traff ic
HR:		  Human Resources
HVAC:		  Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning 		
		  Systems
IS & T:		  Information Systems and Technology
JJC:		  Juvenile Justice Center
KFCB:		  Keep Forsyth County Beautiful
LBI:		  Local Business Initiative
LOST:		  Local Option Sales Tax
NRCS:		  Natural Resources Conservation Service
OPEB:		  Other Post-Employment Benefits
PTE:		  Part-time Equivalent
SPLOST:		  Special Local Option Sales Tax
TAVT:		  Title Ad Valorem Tax
TIN:		  Taxpayer Identif ication Number
UDC:		  Unif ied Development Code
ZBA:		  Zoning Board of Appeals

Acronyms are groups of initials used to avoid repetitive writing or speaking of frequently used titles or phrases. 
Some of the more common acronyms used in the budget document are as follows:
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