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State Waters, Rivers, & Tributary

Riparian Buffer-Revegetation Checklist

Site Name:
______________________
Date Submitted:
_______________
Description:

Restored riparian buffer are constructed low-maintenance ecosystems adjacent to state waters, where trees, shrubs, grasses, and herbaceous plants function as a filter to remove pollutants from overland and groundwater flows.

General Characteristics:
Riparian buffers are naturally vegetated areas along a stream bank that improve the habitat by:

· Providing food and cover for wildlife and aquatic organisms,
· Stabilizing stream banks,

· Filtering pollutants from Storwater,

· Attenuating the rate of runoff into streams, and

· Increasing infiltration and recharge to ground and surface water bodies.

Site Assessment:

The riparian area to be restored should be evaluated with respect to the following factors.

· Soil moisture, PH, and texture.

· Flooding potential

· Aspect, topography, and microtopographic relief.

Based on the site assessment, the designer should choose 10 to 12 native species of trees and shrubs. Trees must be planted at a density of 320 trees per acre and shrubs must be planted at a density of 1,200 per acre. Ground cover grasses and plants must be sufficient enough to provide adequate ground cover as determined by Forsyth County Department of Engineering. To achieve this density, trees should be planted at a spacing of 8x8 to 10x10 feet. Shrubs should be planted at a spacing of 3x3 to 5x5 feet. There shall be 3 small trees (understory trees) for every large tree (canopy trees) to provide structural diversity similar to a mature forest. Shrubs should be distributed more densely at the outer reaches of the riparian zone to reduce light penetration and recolonization of invasive species. The minimum tree size required is 2.5 inches diameter breast height. Shrubs should be planted at a minimum of 1 gallon size plants.
Checklist
· Include 5 copies of the restoration plan for approval.
· Depiction of the area that has been disturbed with a total square foot calculation.

· Show the center line and top of bank of any stream or creek with the appropriate               undisturbed buffer. 

· Plans stamped and signed by a Registered Engineer, Land Surveyor, Landscape Architect, or CPESC.
· Provide the name of the owner/builder with their mailing address and telephone number.

· Provide a scale of 1” = 40’ maximum.

· Provide a physical address and description of the property where the encroachment has occurred.

· Provide a plant schedule of the buffer revegetation.

· Add Note: All work inside the undisturbed 50, 35, or 25 foot state waters buffer must be done by hand without prior approval from all applicable governmental agencies.

· Add Note (In Bold Capitol Letters): NOTIFY THE FORSYTH COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING UPON COMPLETION OF THE BUFFER REVEGETATION @ 770-781-2165.
Total Square Feet Disturbed:
___________

· Large Trees Required

_____
· Small Trees Required

_____
· Shrubs Required

_____
· Ground Cover Required
_____
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