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File for 2017 Homestead 
Exemption by April 3 

Are you eligible? In Forsyth County, if you own the 
property, reside on that property and are a legal resident 
of the county, all as of January 1 of the tax year, you may 
qualify for homestead exemption.

You may apply for exemptions year-round, however, you 
must apply by Monday, April 3 to receive the exemption  
for that tax year. For more information or questions,  
call the Tax Assessor’s Office at (770) 781-2106.

To apply, visit: 
Forsyth County Tax Assessor
110 E. Main Street, Suite 260, Cumming
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Online:
Regular and floating homestead exemption applications 
are available on the Board of Assessors’ page at  
forsythco.com and must be notarized. A notary is 
available in the Tax Assessor’s Office at no charge.

SPRING BREAK CAMPS

Full-Day Camps at 
Sawnee Mountain Preserve

Children ages 6 to 15 can take on outdoor adventures!

Half-Day Camps at Old Atlanta Park
Mindcraft Creeper Crazy Camp for ages 6 to 11, and 
Drawing and Painting Camp for ages 4 to 6.

To register your child, visit  
www.forsythco.com/parks or sign up 
in person at the Sawnee Mountain 
Preserve Visitor’s Center or any 
county recreation center.

APRIL 3-7 

New Traffic Signal to Be Operational Soon at 
Marketplace Boulevard and Turner Road 

Thanks to funding from the Forsyth County 
Transportation Bond approved by voters in 2014, a new 
traffic signal has been installed and will soon become 
operational at the intersection of Marketplace Boulevard 
and Turner Road. The traffic safety improvement project 
included installation of the new signal, along with the 
addition of pedestrian crosswalks.

Drivers are urged to use caution in this area as they 
familiarize themselves with the new signal.

All Forsyth County third-grade students are invited to enter the Forsyth County Fire 
Department’s seventh annual Fire Safety Poster Contest. 

Instructions and contest rules are available on the Fire Department page at forsythco.com. For 
additional information, call Fire Prevention Training Officer Robert Taylor at (770) 205-4688. 
The submission deadline is March 24.

Fire Safety Poster Contest Deadline is March 24

http://www.forsythco.com/
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-and-Offices/Communications/The-Current
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Fire-Department/Poster-Contest-Fire-Safety
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Board-of-Assessors/Homestead-Exemption
http://parks.forsythco.com/


March 2
Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting/Public Hearings

March 7
Board of Commissioners 

Work Session

March 7
Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting

March 16
Board of Commissioners 

Regular Meeting

March 21 
Board of Commissioners 

Work Session

March 28
Planning Commission Meeting

March 31-April 1
Forsyth County Master Gardener’s 
Plant Sale at Cumming Fairgrounds

Meeting and event dates 
are subject to change.  
To receive the most 
current information, 
visit forsythco.com.

Commissioner’s Corner

Email questions, comments or suggestions to  
thecurrent@forsythco.com.
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Our Commissioners

March Events

DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 5

Frederick Douglass once said, “It is easier to 
build strong children than to repair broken 
men.” During my first term as commissioner, 
much of my focus was placed on the drug 
epidemic, mental illness, domestic violence 
and issues facing our children. In recent 
years, our Juvenile Court has carried much 
of the financial load – with a 17 percent 
budget increase from 2016 to 2017. This 
has also resulted in an increased request 
for social service funding – a budget that 
was exhausted in 2016 and necessitated an 
additional $130,000 for 2017. 

I believe these issues, along with adults 
struggling with substance abuse and mental 
health issues and homes with domestic 
violence, have led to the significant increase 
in the need for foster homes. Between  
June 2016 and February 2017, there has 
been a 27 percent increase in the number of 
Forsyth County children placed into foster 
care. With 135 local children in foster care 
and only 34 open foster homes in the county, 
56 percent of our children are placed into 

foster homes outside of the county. I feel 
it is my responsibility to raise awareness of 
this crisis in hopes that we can keep these 
children in the county and keep more 
siblings together. 

The Forsyth County Department of 
Family and Children Services (DFCS), 
who manages these cases, is in need of 
foster homes. Prospective foster families, 
including singles, do not need experience, 
and training is provided. Orientations are 
held the first Tuesday of every month at 
5:30 p.m. For more information, contact 
Tonita Williams with Forsyth County 
DFCS at Tonita.Williams@dhs.ga.gov or  
(404) 360-1796. Please help me spread the 
word.  

Sincerely, 

Cindy Jones Mills, District 4 Commissioner

rjamos@forsythco.com
(678) 513-5881    

Campers are invited to set up their campsites on the shores of Lake Lanier at Shady Grove 
Campground, located at 7800 Allyn Lane Memorial Way, Cumming (formerly 7800 
Shadburn Ferry Road), in northeast Forsyth County. 

Shady Grove Campground offers more than 110 campsites, a beach and swim area, boat 
ramp with courtesy dock, group campsites with picnic shelters, playground, tent camping 
areas and campsites with water and 30-amp and 50-amp power hookups. 

Reserve online now at www.forsythco.com/parks. Beginning March 6, reserve in person at 
the Shady Grove Campground visitor’s center or by phone at (770) 205-6850.

Shady Grove Campground Opening March 6 

SPRING FORWARDa
The Forsyth County Fire Department reminds citizens to change the batteries in 
their smoke and carbon monoxide alarms as they set their clocks forward one hour 
on Sunday, March 12, when daylight saving time begins.

Mark Your Calendar: Saturday, April 8

Community Yard Sale
Saturday, April 8, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Central Park 
2300 Keith Bridge Road, Cumming

For more information: (678) 455-8540
www.forsythco.com/parks 

Senior Expo 
Saturday, April 8, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Forsyth Conference Center
3410 Ronald Reagan Boulevard, Cumming 

For more information: (770) 781-2178
www.forsythco.com/seniors

http://parks.forsythco.com/Parks-and-Facilities/Shady-Grove-Campground
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Senior-Services/Senior-Expo
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-and-Offices/Communications/The-Current
http://www.forsythco.com/Departments-Offices/Board-of-Commissioners



